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SECURITY TRUST COMPANY 

MEMBER FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM 

WHEELING. W.VA. 

August 3, 1955 

RO"v'Tlanc1 F. Kirks, Assistant Attorney 
,Director, Office of Alien Property 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Be: 	 JDH:AP:vIS:egh 
017-27719 
stanislaw Kruk 

Dear Sir: 

On October 17th, 1952, you replied to our letter 
of October lOth, 1952, regarding a guardianship account 
of approximately $1,000 for a minor, a resident of 
Poland, who is novI of age. At that time you advised 
us that Ildue to the present political situation in 
Poland, it is suggested that before transmitting the 
account, it be definitely ascertained that it will 
be actually received by the former minor and the use 
of it enjoyed by him. It 

\pIe are nO\rI advised by the bank examiners that we 
should dispose of this account. We would appreciate 
it if you would advise us bOVf "vv-e can ascertain that 

will be actually received by the former minor and 
the u::::e of it enjoyed by him. 

Your early reply will be appreciated. 

Yours very truly, 

SECURITY r.pRUST Cm,1PANY 

iillB/fp 
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Joseph Zoman 
A.ttornev at Lalli 
6411 st: Clairilvenue 
Clevelaf:,c, J, Ohio 

Dear Hr. ?orman: 

October 16, 1952 

Reference is made to your letter of October 10, 1952 in 
whether there is any restriction on the transmission of funds from the 
estate of a decedent who died in Cleveland on November 7, 19.50. 

Please be advised that the transmission of funds from this 
estate is licensed by General License 94, a coPY' of which is enclosed. 

Due to the present political situ,ation in Eastern Germany and 
other Commu11ist-dominated countries, it is .suggested that, before 
ting funds to;'Jersons residing in those countries it be definitely as 
t:.Hned th3t they will actually receive and enjoy the use of the satne. 
Public Circular 1\0. 6:;5, as amended (31 Code of Federal Regulations, Se 
211.3 J as amended by 16 F.R. 3479), the Department of the Treasury has 
wi thheld all checks or warrants of the United States intended for deli 
in Albania, Bulgaria, China., Czechoslava.kj_a, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Rumania, Russian, ,}Dd Russian-occupied portions of 
Germany. Although this prohibition applies only to E;overrunent checks, 
some Surrogate courts, in reliance upon this expression of tlle national 
policy of th.e United States, have refused to authorize payiaents frotl! 
decedent.s' estates to beneficiaries residing in such countries or to 
representatives of those countries alleging to appear for a banen.cia!"'.!_ 
See In He ~',;ong Hoen's Estate, 107 ~J.Y. SuPP. (2d) 407, 199.rUse. 1119 
( 195rr:----­

vie ha'le assu;f(ed that t:w decedent resided in the United E:t.ates 
froI~ DeC9ll,ber 1941 to Dec embe x 31, 1946. If this aSSUMption :is not cor­
rect the infor:nation stated above Ul:)t be proper. If the decedent 
did not reside continuously in the United states dur~ng the specified 
period. please advise UB of his residences. 

Very truly yours, 

Rowland F. Kirks 
Assistant Attorn.ey General 
Director, \Jffice of Alien Property 

By 
--~J-ru-m-e-s~D~.~H~i~l~l--

Chief, Litigation Branch\.":. . 
i';" ' 
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Magagna, Galicich and Hamm 
Attorne,rs at Law 

January 28.. 1953 

RockSprings National Bank Wilding 
Ro c.k Springs, toiyoming 

Attentions Mr. Joseph H. Galieich 

Ret, Estate of John Pet~rson, deceased 

Gentlemen: 

. Reference is made to your letters dated November 12 an.ci 
December 19, 19.52 advising that John Peterson died in the United 
sta.tes on August 15, 1951 leaving an estate valued at approxi­
mate~ $ll,OOO.OO. Thehe1rs and legatees you state are all 
citizens and residents of Sweden. You inquire 'Whether paragraph 
(d), Section 511.153 of General License No.5), as amended 
November 24. 1950. is at. var1an.ce with advice receill8d by you 
from the Consul General of Sweden to the etfect that General 
License Nos. 94 and 95 unblocked all inheritances to Swedish 
heirs after March 28. 1947. 

Yau are advised that your reference to General License 
No~ 53 is concerned with the definition of the Genera..l:b"Licensed 
Trade Area which in tUl'n denotes the area covered b;r General. 
License No. 53A. Inasmuch as SWeden is excluded trom the Generall3' 
Licensed Trade' Area. General Li.cenae No. 53A is not applicable to 
that Qountry. Furthermore. General License No. 95, which provided. 
for unblocking through a certifioation procedure and which vas 
a.pplicable Ql'1ly to certain specified countr1QS, was terminated on 
December 31. 1948. However. General License No. 94" a cow of which 
1s enclosed, unblocked all property in the United. stat.es except 
property which w~ blocked on the effeet!va date of that Genaral 
License or incpme from such blocked propertro The effective date tor 
Sweden was l-Iareh 28, 1947. Aecor<i1ngl:y:, if the property of JOhn 
Peterson was not blocked prior to his death on A,ugmJt. 15, 1951, it 
did not subsequently' become blocked under Executive Order No. 8389, 
as amended, and &nch property may be dealt with without :I.'\1rthar 
authorization from· this Office. 

. Very truly yours, 

Rowland F. Kirks 
Assistant Attomey General 

Director, Otfice of Alien Propertf 

ften:rr Go Miken, chld 
Intercustod1al & Property Branch 
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JAN 29 1958 

M.r. E.d.ward F.' B~UI1scilweigel" III 
495 Twent.ieth Avenue 
San FI'8JlCiSCO 2l, CaJ.if'ornia 

Dear Mr.. Braunscnweiger! 

Thl;s is in response to your letter of' January 2, 
1958 to tlle Attorney Gene:ra.l. 

The procaedaof assets of Germany and. Japan and 
their nationQJ.s which were ~sted under the Trading with 
the Enemy Act, as amended (50 U.•S.C. App. 1 !!aeq.•), as 
a consequence of World War II J are subject to transfer to 
the Treasury under the proVisions of~ction39of the A.ct. 
At the present time tbere is no statutory authority for 
tbe payment by the' llnited States oftbecla1ms Qf its 
citiz.ens~in8t 'Germany,e1ther from these proceeds or 
from a:ny ot.her :funds.' If ):egiale.t1on fSnould 'be enacted in 
the future authorizing the ]iiaYment Clf 8uchclaims;, it ·",ill 
no doubt contain p~:vis1onsa.s to the source of such. pay­
ment. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dallas S.. Townsend 
Assistant Attorney General 
Director, Office of Al.:l.en Property 

"(Signed) Sidney Gross 

By __~~~~~~__~~~~____ 
eh.chleyGross 1 Chief 

Legal and Legislative Section 

_ ...__......u...>~:.~'\lW'~~~ 

; 
.......... 
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From atelier of: 

Edward F. Braunschwei rIll 

Honour Consul t.an t J Lahour Relations 

495 - Twentieth Avenue, San Francisco 


, Jarmar,Y 
TO: ,~~ 


Honor.able Vlilli~P., RsN:Ii::rs 

Attorney General 'of t.he U~ S. A. 

U. S. Department of' Justice 

'" l' t r,~ D C
:7<-tsnlne; Jon I:,;) I J.Q 

I" 

,Dear Mr. Rogers: ',: " 
, f ;\ 

~ r':·'~": . "~:J..: , 
v8Iltly, Deuember 30,1957 there appeared'in the 


San Pr'anclsco IJenS (ScrippS-Hov{ard Chain) the fol!01J1line 

article on yae;etw'o, and I quote:, 


:$33 MILLION IS PAID 
B'OR 'T<.;NE1V[YASSETS ' 

By the Urii ted Press , 
'?iaS'hineton, )Dec 3Q'~ -;,.'The goverrunen t, report­

it realize(f;'more't.han ~~33 million this 
, ',: \~ . .,.. \', ' ( 

year frorLl in'CGllne' and ,:sale of enemy' asset.s 
se i l:e d ou r in e; 'JI!p' t' Id jVa'r;'- '1 1 ~ , 
Most 01' the' proceeds 'carne from selling for 
~I9 , 646.,427 ~9~,~~,~elfuhen"t"s,,,, share ~ of stock 
In the tIueo ""J.i..il;,lO.L'''' Corp~! Lhe buyer w'as a 
Frankfurt, Germany, firm. 

end of' quote~ 

:,'Jill you please sir, il1form' the writer I ',VHAT IS 

DISPO;:.ITION OF THE U. ;:,;. GOVERNh'IENTAS'tO TIl.ESE FUNDS? 


Also WIll you please Sir, i~furm the 1Nri ter, SHOULD 

ANY CLAIMS OF U. S. CITIZENS AGAINST 
 GJ~Rt!1ANY, HELD TO 
~T' ., 1- t-1-, )1"1' ..... ;'_ ,~ :T~: :.;:" (
D"':' VA.i.:,ID, i~OULD TriI:'SE. FuND;;; BJ'1 SUI)JbCr TO· THB PAYj\lII~NT OF 

SAID CLAIMS,? 


New Subject.: Hav not heard froin you~ re mycom..rmml­
que or' 

/' 
October 28,1957 "as SaTl1e received? 

Thanking you sir, for the above information, I remain 
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202/514-7455 

W'lUht1lgtDn, D.C. 20S30 

March 10, 1997 

Siegfried Stolle 
Gosener Str. 39 
15732 Eichwalde 
GERMANY 

Dear Mr. Stolle: 

This is in response to your recent inquiry seeking inf 
about Mr. Wilhelm Matzkuhn. 

In connection with World War II and pursuant to the 
with the Enemy Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 1 et seq., 
seized by the Alien Property Custodian. Property vested 
Trading with the Enemy Act became property of the united 
could be returned only to eligible claimants who filed time 
for the recovery of such property. Unfortunately, 
for seeking the return of property confiscated under the Act 
long since expired. 

Moreover, Congress, by the enactment of various 
section 39 of the Trading with the Enemy Act, 
General to transfer the net proceeds of vested property to 
Secretary of the Treasury for deposit in the War Claims Fund That 
Fund, in turn, was used to pay awards granted to United Sta 
citizens for losses suffered by them as a 
the Axis'Powers in World War II. 

In light of the above, we are unable to take any 
on the matter. I hope that this is responsive to your 

Sincerely yours, 

('I .J (lJ. J 

~)-'--J ~-:i/L Q-LA-J 
DAV:J;D EPSTEIN ) 

Director 

Office of Foreign Litigation 


civil Division 


"'~,'" 
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July 27, 19,J 

,/ri,/nU Nicholas S. Rago, Esquire 
, I 444 Sixtieth Street.LI West New York, New Jersey 

11e: Estate of Eugenie Dochtermun, deceased 

Dear Mr. Raga: 

This will ~eknow1edge receipt of your letter of July 22, 1953, 
pertsining to the above estate. 

Please be advised that pursuant to Executive Order 8389, as 
amended, property belonging to nationals of Germany was blocked and 
all transactions in such property were prohibited, except upon llcer:.s 
from the Secretary of the l'reasury,after June 14, 1941. 

However, by the terms of General License No. 101 all property 
acquired by nationals of 'y~estern Germilny and certain other countries 
was unblocked and by General License No. 102 all accounts not exceed. 
ing $100.00 in value on June 1, 1953, were unblocked. In addition, 
the President by announC8Iflent issued on 
all vesting of German-owned property in the .United States. 

Accordingly, the in.terest in the estate of decedent 0.:' 
national, who is a 
dent of Western Germany, i6 not now 
subject to other J:"ederal Regulations. 
legatee of his interest in the estate may be made 
erenca to this Office. 

For your infor'lat:ipn there 
announcement of April 17, 1953, General License No. 
No. 102 and the Press Release relating t,o said licenses. 

, .. ,' 
.~.. 

Very truly yo~r8, 

Dallas S. Townsend 
}\ssi,stant Attorney General 
Director, Office of Alien Prope 

Litigation Branch 

Enclosures 
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"'. "

'Bt1der, BUder &.' Jt8.~,~-\~~~u1r.e~> . ' 
Mi1it8.l7' ~kB1ag., ' . .. , "'.. ' 
60 Park Place, . " 'i." 
Newark 2, New Jersey." 

Be' Estateot .Hemine· Dusch, desltJfMJed,.< 

Gentlemen 1 
I. _." ' 

;~c, have received your lettel'ot:QQtQb#-,i<J~:'~~~3:~:~~,~;V:Oll
inquire as to our interest .in the a~Captioned estate. ·····Since . 

. 

subject 

the 
cedent died subsequent to December 31,,1946 this Office has. no interest 
in the estate and distrtbution can be made:tothe;Qerman,natiOi:ial:s 
out further reference or notice to u8.Jursu.ant~to;'the.teriIis:.of.JOint j/ 
Resolution 10. 289 approved October 15, 1951, term1'nat1llgthe 'itateof' 
war between the United States and Germany-; German;..ovned property l11q 

be vested under the Trading with the. Enemy' Act, unless it was 
to vesting action (i.e., German-owned), prior to January I, 1947. , 
pursuant to General License No. 94, as amended, (13 F. R. 9547, DelceDlber 
31, 1948), property acquired by nationals of Gel"JD&IlY from estates of 
American citizens resid~.in the United States Who died subsequent to 
December 31, 1946, is regarded asf'ree assets and not as blooked assets 

In connection with remitting funds to beneficiaries 1ri. the 

Federal Republic of Gel"JD&IlYi TOU should make inquiry throUgh any bank 

which is a member of the New York Clearing House Association or, 

bly through your local bank. Many American banks, including all New 

York Clearing House banks, participate in an arrangement whereby LrHIl~ 


fers of inheritances may be effected thr~h Bank Deutscher Laenderat 

Frankturt, the central bank tor western Ge1"tl18ll1'. 


In the event that certain of the beneficiaries reside in the 
Russian Zone ot Germany, it is suggested that before transmitting 
to them it be definitely ascertained that they Will actually receive 
.enj oy the use of the same. l\1Public Ciroular No. 655, as amended (31 
Code of Federal Regulations, Sec. 2l1.';, as a.niended by le'F.R. 3479), 
the Department of the Treasur,y has withheld all checks or warrants cif 
the United States .intended for delivery in Al'ba,ul1a, Bulgaria, China, 
Czechoslavakia, Estonia, Hunga17, Latvia, LithUania, Poland, Rumania, 
RUSSia, and Russian-occupied portions of Germa.n;y. Although this 

http:resid~.in
http:Mi1it8.l7
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aU10110:r12:e 'D!lmenl,S tram decedents' esiates to []8]18:I,1C1BJ!:"1EIS 

residing in such countries or to representatives of those countries CL.I..a.I;J~~­
ing to appear for a beneficiary. S$e In Re Wong Hoen', i"tat!, 107 N. 
SuPP. (2d) 407, 199 Misc. 1119 (1951). . . ' 

We trust that this information will suftice to answer your 
quiry. 

Very truly yours, 

Dal.la.s S. Townsend, 
Assistant Attorney ,General, 

Director, Ofti,ce of' Alien Pr4,)NlrtV. 

Chief, 
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Ni". George G. Wirth ' 
59 Michigan A"4i"e1IleN. E. 
Washington, D. C. 

Re: Beta-teot George Wirth, Deee&$ec1 

This Of'!ieeilas be,en advised by the Canadian Government that 
it ha.sc~1.ilasBets arising cut of theES:tateof yourtatner,.Georg$ 
Wirth, P8J"8.ble to three of hi.s b~ef'1ei.ariE!&, all resident.sof Ge~J 
which assets mqbe subject to rel.easetc.). the 'United States Go"ernment, 
under an Agreement existing between Canada and the United S·tates. .1 

It 1.5 rq um€lrstanding that ;you 'IDa7' be in a posit:ion to iUriish 
this Office with certain information regarding your fatherts 'estateaJ1d 
and his citizenship status at ,the time Qt his. demiSe. It would be ap.1 
preciated .therefore. if' you. would contact r'1iss1.'hompson of ·-r.rqSec,t1on, I 
Republic 1-8200, Ext.ens:i.on 88, at 8zor time between9r;OO, A..'!'!l. to 5:30P.M., 
MondlQ"s' through FridayS, Ol' if ;you prefer to talk with her personallyJ 
she can be reaChed. ili l\oom:, 6250t the H..O.L.G.Bldg." 1O~ Indialla. Ave! 
N. w. Mias Thompson ,Vill ~a~1e \0 explllli.n to you the infonaatiolQ, ¥hi.ch 
1<10u1.d be of assl$tance. to .tb.is' ~fice and .aD7coope1"a:tion you ·could 
show to her wUl be grea~ appreCiated. 

Very truq yours" 

Dallas S. Townsend 

A~istant Attorney General. 


D1.reC:t.o:r, Office ot :AlifJDPropertq 


(Signed.} Ren't'y, G. R:ti~~f3 

http:Ext.ens:i.on
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017-28270 
I1GH:MW:HEC:aum 

Mr. Anthony Tyitye 
R. ,R. No. 1 Copetown 
Ontario, Canada 

Dear Hr. l'yitye: 

Your letter dated April 21. 1956, addressed t() the De­
partment of F'oreign Affairs, t'lfashington, O. S. A. , has been referred to 
this Office since it contains an inquiry concerning a matter under our 
jurisdiction. Iou state that a now deceased United States citizen left 
money to persons living in Hungary which is now being held in trUst by 
the U. S. A. government and that you wish to inquire into its status on 
behalf of the HUngarian residents •. 

Your statement that the money at issue is being held in 
trust by the Un1tedStates government suggests that it may have b.een vested 
under our Trading with the Enemy Act, as amended (50 U.S.C. App. 1 et seqi). 
\Vhile money so vested. is not held in trust for the formerO"li'llel"sbJ,tti'i-1 
property of the United states, it is returnable under certain- circumstances. 
This Office administers property so vested, including matte.~s relating tol 
claims for returns thereof under sections 9(&) and 32 of that /let (50 U.s.c. 
App. 9 (8), 32) and procedures for divesting under subseetion. 202(~) of I 
Public I,aw 285, 84th Congress of the United States (69 U..S. stat. 562). If 
you refer to vested property and wish to furnish the name and last k..'10lm I 
address of ,the above mentioned decedent, the date (or app,rox1mate' date) of 
his death and the na,'tles and last known add,:,esses of the>personS ,m HungarY 
to whom you refer, we will be in a 'Position to giva you more detailed 
information. 

Apart from vested property, this Office also administers 
blocking cant/role under Executive Order 8389, as amended, issued under 
section 5(0) of the Trading with the Ene~ Act, as amended. 'If the money 
to which you refer has not been vested in may be blocked. In this, case, 
if you will furnish the same information as to names, address.es and date 
of death as mentl::med in the preceding paragraph, we will be in a pos~ti\)n 
to give you information on its status under the blOCking controls. 

Very truly yoUr's J 

Dallas s. 'rovnsend 

Assistant. Al;torne;y General 


Director,'Office of Alien Prope"l"t;v 


thrCSigned J' He'lr" G Iil" 'lJ" ­
wJ____'~~.·__'~~~~J~-.~'~'~'~.~'A!-----

Henry n.aDlien 
IntercustOdi&l and Foreign Funds Offioer 

.."'r/' "'~:i~ 
~;.: 

t· i 

" , 
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liarch 28" 1955 

J.!r. August Ziemann, 

-(pal Vlotho (Westfalen) 

Sudstr. 42, ,

Germany,,'" ' 

Ret Estateo! G3neral Ziemann, deCeased 

Dear Sire 

We .a.cknowledge receipt of your letter of 

February 10,~ 19" 'inquiring 'Whether this Office 

can' give lToU arjy' iriformationconcerning the' un­

collected ,est'ate of the 'above named individual, 

i,who is belleved' to have died in this countr.y. 

An examination of our records discloses 

. no reports .to this Oftice which we can identify 

, as pert31n1ng to theindividu81 in whom you are 

:!:nterestedarld aceordirie17, we are unable to 

assist you. In ordarfor this Office to make a 

conclusive searcher our'records it would be 

necessary ter you .to.tI'.ive uS, the.full name ot the 

decedent, as well :as the date .and place ot his 

> ',f> t~· '-'\I, .. t.":; 1,'"" .'death. t~~' ; ~:;, •...,'; ';" ~;~ :.:'. ~.', ; 

Sincerely if ours~';'\ !. ',p 

- ~ ;' ! ~ ~' • 

• I' , ',t' .-::~ 

Dal.1as S. Townsend 

Assistant Attorney General 


Director, Office of Alien Property 


. , 

J8lllSS D.'HIl1,t:ble! 
titigation Section 

I 
J~" " .. ,".- rr,~~ .,.....-.... { 


"._ ..."~,,,,,,,_".,,~,,,,,,.~.,,,,~~,;-,,,."'lt".-1 




TRANSLATION FROM ORIGINAL GERMAN LETTER LAN 


August Ziemann 
(21a) Vlotho (Westfalen) Vlotho, Februarf~~~;'><'~~~~~'"~~"::~:~::_:~~'-"~:-~~: "'~~~r 
SUdstr. 42, 

f' OFf ;1'\: OF ;;,! ,.: nr'("~t:')'1 'J' lGermany f • • f !" /: @11.- ,"~" 1.. (\. ! 

Dept. of Justice, O.A.P., f,f .- .. ' I., ,I '." ;;J { • '!U;:i·'(lr:n<r.·j"· 'f:: ;U'''''Ti:; I 

Washington 25, D.C. USA ~'F' r:ll'~:- ~~,/.!\ r~ ';"1 ~ r'"',:- !( II-C•.,. ,t. H In.,,.:;., : ('., \t . 
My grand-uncle, General Ziemann, died before the Fi:l,!st, World War 1914- 18. 

I" I 
According to his testament, he left to his heirs living in Germany an e~~tate 

/ . 0" 
of 24,000,000 dollars. Unfortunately I do not knmv where General Zliemann"'r'v1:;;r' 

lived and died in the USA. Acccrdinort to' t· t" h t h I 1/" d ' ~nves ~ga ~onG, Ae./n;u."",~ ~rtr~v~/, "0

til -- ,.}I I",t.?,.,.; lit 
and also died in one of the follmving cities: Washington, "'Clticag~ ,I i1'e~.;.orie~ 
:3uffalo, Milwaukee or Chattanooga. 

The documents supporting the heritage were lost .",. us when we fled from 

our native place during the Second :lorld War 1939-45. To our regrJt, v~ do 

not know any more, under what name my grand..'lll"1cle, the American GenJral Ziemann, 

lived in the USA, or whether he was single ~r married. It has beel established, 

Ihovrever, that he \vas a general in the American Amy and that he was ·wealthy. 

Furthermore, we ImoW' that he transferred his estate to us aCCOrdinJ to hiS' 

.....testamenh In the attached letter -~~e inherit:nce case is explainkd i~' detail•. 
~,";r~-.!.:) ll".' '( ',:' 

~S~yoJ kindly to take notice thereof. 

f'ii /.\}~ :,~~ "l. 
':.h ,;;ii ",," '.' The ';estate coming to us is supposed to have 'been retained by rhe American 

.. :·> ... ~:,~;:;J~S.t~~_,:[o~ purposes of reparations of the 'wars lost to Germany. I (8k you . 

kindly to let me know by return mail whether that is true, and ~vht;lther we can 

still expect payment of the assets of the estate mentioned; also i~' we "rould 

immigrate to the USA. In this connection I state explicitl:r that my grand­

uncle used another name in the USA and is probably not to be foun1 under the 

name of Ziemann•. His fortune is suppo'sed to have consisted mostly of 

real estate. 

I agai.11 ask you for yo'.;r !dnd inform.ationp and thank you in adv.::mce for 
your effortG. 

Yours very' truly, 

/s/ August Ziemann 
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Box ~ y;:, 1 

August Ziemann 	 'notho , January 18, 19S9 ' 
(21a) 	 V lot h 0 / i'leser 


(Westfalen) 

Sfldstr. 42 


Re!?a:rding the history of the following inheritance matter: 

Shortly after World War I 1914/18, the following approximate mtice 

appeared in German daily papers: 

"Heirs wanted. The American General Ziemann died in America. He 

leaves an estate of about 24,000,000 dollars. According to hik 

testament, his relatives still living in Germany of the 

Z i e man n line, originating from the "Tucheler Heidel! (West.ern 

Prussia) have been appointed legal heirs. 1I 

In that newspaper notice, the first name of the general Was also given,

I 
as vrell as the placey;here he died, and to ,vhat court the heirs should apply 

in America. As far as can be recollected, he changed his name after his 


i~~gr.:ntion to America from Z i e man to F r e y In ann , 

,j 

Fry In ann or some similar nruue. He is supposed to have emigrated from 

Germany, that is from the 1ITucheler Heide" (Western Prussia) bet;1TeeJ 18S0 and 

1855. General Ziemann was a member of the Catholic faith. JlIf elde1t brother 

and an attorney in Kolberg/Pommern [Pomerania] were working on the inheritance 

case at the time. Unfortunately both died after fleeing from pomertnia after 

the end of Worldnar II. TI1ereupon the documents supporting the heritage 

'>'lere completely lost. Nobody knoVTs anythihg xmm:t as to their vrherlabouts. 

I too ; as Vvell as alma st all persons entitled to inherit, had to flie during 

World War II from our native place which yras in Fastern Germany. Tb this date 

we are living in the British Occupation !Zone of the Fe'deral Republih as 

persons expelled from their native place. Therefore, we are cpmPlelelY 

-1­
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invented but based on facts. 

the first name and the place of 

the inheritance matter at hand, which ~s not 

NO>T it is necessary, above all, to ft out 

death of my grand-uncle, the General Ziemann, 

also the surname he assumed later in America. 

During the time from 1919 until 1922 it was established beyond a question 

ri~htf:ul Iof doubt that we are the~eg~± heirs of the estate of General Ziemann. contact 

Iwith the proper Probate COl1rt in America had also been established alr,adY at 

the time. However, just before my brother and our attorney wanted to go to 

America in the above iru1eritance matter, in order to arrange everythinJ per­

sonally there, they suddenly received the information from America tha1 the 

estate my grand-uncle had left behind had been blocked and cannot be Plid nor 

transferred. The reasons for this are not knmm noW' unfortunately. ,obablY 

this action l'1'aS taken by the Am,erican state on account of the First WOr.lld War, 
proceedings

which was lost by Germany. An opportunity to resume the~M&~~ep in this respect 

with America, did not present itself any more, unfortunately, for POliJical 

reasons. 

The fact that General Ziemann lived in America, was established beyond 

doubt at the time. His emigration was sufficiently proved by documentl and 

the statements of the eldest of the persons entitled to inherit, who, Jnfortu­

nately, are also dead by now. With the eldest persons entitled to thl 
I

inheritance -- the last one of them died at the beginning of the year 1945 

at the age of 90 years -- General 2iema1m corresponded for years beforl 

1800 [sic] • At that tirile he already 1TaS a higher off:lcer of the Amerid an 1\:rmy. 

In my native tmm Bfttaw/Pomerania, there lived a business man, call Horn, 
had been 'i"TOrldng . I 

who was well known bv us. He too"wepkee. in America for many years before 

-2­
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World War I 1914/18, and had been a watchmaker. Unfortunately, he died during 

'VVorld War II. He had known General Ziemann, because he had to regulaie the 

clocks from time to time in the latter's residence. Horn often spoke in 

Blltow of General Ziemann and his estates. He was also willing at the t~e 

to accompa~ my brother and the afore-mentioned lror.rer to .America to sittle 

the inheritance matter. All this I still remember very well. His wife, who 

is still living and well advanced in years, told me now upon my inqUirt that 
',' \ 

her late husband had worked as '''atchmaker in the following American cities: 

Washington, Chicago, New York, Buffalo, ~kilwaukee, and Chattanooga. 

In one of these afore-named cities, General Ziemann undOubtedly had his 

residence and also died there. Whether he was married or single, is nllt knalm 

now, unfortunately. In my opinion, and in the opinion of :Mrs. Horn and her 

brother, he must have died in Chattanooga (Tennessee). 1~s. Horn and hkr 
watchmaker B:orn spoke, \ 

brother no longer remember much of the details of WhichA~ieooa~ 

:jo them also many years ago, regarding Gene!'al Ziemann. However, they dio know 

that General Ziemann existed, according to the statements of lrr. Horn. 

My grand-uncle, General Ziemann, is supposed to have distinguished 

himself heroically in the American wars of liberation [sic]. This had dlSO 

been established at that time (1919/1922). Hprn spoke of it too. 

/s/ August Ziemann 

-3­
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Mr. James A. Aborn 
1609 .E. 30th St. 
Baltimore 18, Md. 

Dear Mr. Abor.n: 

May 19, 1954 

Referencejs made to your letter of May 1, 1954, 
closure, concerning the release of vested operty belo 
to the heirs of John Koenig, deceased, 
Office .. 

You are advised that section 33 of the Trading
Act, as amended by Public Law 292, 83rd Congress, 2d Ses 
7) ;:>rovides in effect, that claims must be filed within 
the date of vesting or by February 9, 1955, vvhichever is 
cordingly, claims for the return of the property acquire
Office pursuant to Vesting Order No. 7512, effective Oc 
must be filed within this period. There is enclosed Cl 
for the use of the heirs o~ John Koenig in the event it 
file claim. 

It is also appropriate to call your attention t 
persons who are wJt citizens of the United States and w ~ 
December 7, 1941 were present or did business in Germany
Bulgaria, Rumania or Hungary, ,:>r in any territory occupi 
or naval forces of any of those nations, should consider 
eligibility requirements of section 32 (a) of t he Act • 
nection, y,Jur a ttention is directed to subdivisions (C) 
section 32(a)(2). 

Sincerely yours 

Paul V. Myron 
Deputy Director 

th the Enem) 
on (68 Stat. 
o years fron 
ater. Ac­
by this 
er 1, 19h8, 

m Form APC-H 
is decided to 

the fact the 
after 
Japan, 

d by the mil: 
carefully th' 
this con­

(d) of 

Office of Alien,Property 

By (Signed) H. Creight 

Section 
Enclosure 
Claim Form APC-IA 

of.~ I' WITNESS, Honorable George Frenlrenthaler" 
j!"-r-;;Xr::;il;;';";::;;~~::" -..::."~".> '1

:.,' :/' •.~~ '!'~f';'(~6~;;'~'El~ ECI!M f' our said County of NewYar k, at sal d oounty, 

'. ' ur\j I 7 '/~ 114 Jl~Y of June in the ye ar of our Lord one 
~.; ;;,; i .:~ c, i,: §: ~ ;'"<.y. 

.. ) ":"?' -. "', ", I '~" ... > f :11 < ........:,,::.!.:::.:,~.,~~::.•~::.,:~::. f)' ! nine hundred an~:f l~:ty-four. 
--­ :.f 

sand 

(SEAL) , PHILIP A. DONAHUE 
Clerk of the ate's Court 
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Rella Schwartz, Esquire 
1908 - Que street, N. W. 
Washington 9, D. e. 

Re: Estate .of Mathew Bauer 

Dear Mrs. Schwartz: 

I have your letter of January 6, 1958,· in which you 
state that you represent certain Garman nationals residing in 
the Western Zone of Ger.many. You inquire whether &Qf United 
States law prevented the making of "legal p~t" to German 
heirs of an American decedent between the years 1946 and 1951, 
and also.whetherany United States law, rule or regulation 
prevents the making of legal ~t to such German heirs 
between 1951 and the present date. 

There was no United States law, rule or regulation 
which prevented legal payment of an inheritance to a 
of Ge:rmany or a.rrr other en6ll\Y country at &Qf time during 
war. General Ruling No. 12, issued by direction of the rr(;'5;l..{len 

on April 21, 1942, excluded from the operation of the 
with the Ene~ Act or the need for a license therefor a "t'~~"af'A~ 

to any person by intestate succession; any transfer to any nal~~ln 
as aciministrator,executor or other fiduciary by reason of ' 
testamentary disposition. II There was thus no prohibition 
against the' acquisition of title by an heir.• legatee or 
ticiary of 8l'\Y estate of his interest in such estate. ·f·I'\.~ ...", 

was and has been a prohibition against the transmission 
funds, property or interest so acquired to a person in 
territory without a license. Legal payment could be 
interest in an estate to an en~ national by depositing 
interest in an account, standing in the name of or to the l~nO,"LL 
of that national.} which was blocked. 

The termination of the war by Joint J.1.....C>V..I.... 

Congress on October 19, 1951, ,did not alter the enenw 
German nationals with respect to property or interests Lnl"ll"'~nn 

.'"':!~ .">.... , ••': 

" ',:' 

.Lt:;!g:~~~~~~:ng1'~';.if~::;~:, \. y 
RELLA R. 

in Redw66d. City, California;-'on­-------------------+------------­
,Subscribed and sworn to before Ire on 

------------~-----------
JOHNA. BRUNING, Clerk of said Court 

By
------------~----~D~e-p-u~t-y-C~l-er~k~.---

20. Nicolas~ the other" 
Gardener, also known as "",.:A"~."".,~~Call~ " 
N1colas Vasquez j ,;r.;! [1. M~i~r 

,,' 



sei2lure order.. 

By ~ of summary, then, legal payment could always 
have been made to a German heir or beneficiary of an estate or 
trust by depositing such interest in the name <'of such person 
or to his credit in a blocked account. The transmission of 
those funds, if the interest Was acquired prior to Januar,y 1, 
1947, as is true in your case, did not become permissible wi 
out special license until June 2, 195.3, upon the issuance of 
General License No. 101. Had the executor or trustee in your 
case depoeited the interests of your clients in a blocked 
account at any time after 1946, the date of death of the deca­
dent, such funds would now be, and have been since June 2, 19 
freely transmissible to them in Western Germaqy. 

-

Subscribed and 

JOHN A. BRUNING, 

.. REPR~DUCEDATTHENATIONALAR~I'lIVES.: 1- RG ___1....7_..,.....\____ 

. Entry /\\,(,f, e~. ;::1:'-;, 

, File 
Box 

§511.101), all property 
Western Zone of Gel"J'llEU'ly were ReJ'1era.l.JLv 
the date of acquisition of suoh property and --~~,~ 
that that interest had not been theretofore the 

S1ncer~ yours, 

Dallas S. Townsend 
Assistant Attorney General 

Director, Office of Alien Property 

By------~--~~~~---­George B. Searls 
Ohief, Litigation Section 

, 


in Redwood City, California,. on _____________-j-___­

sworn to before me on _____________________~-------­

Clerk of said Court 

By----.;.....-.;.....--~__:':':;:_:::_-::;-:;:_:.":::L'"'"­Deputy Clerk. 

.. .............. - ..... ····_ ..·_·1 ..... 
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135409 

May 3, 1957 

r1r. Peery P. Koehne 

30 North laSalle street 

Chicago 2, Illinois 


Rs: 	 R:i. g)lts of u. S. Oitizens to dispose 
of property by testamentary devise 
to c1 tizensof Gema&t1-' 

J);V? Dear Jilr.· Koehne:. 
t­ fV 

. , 
Receipt isaeknowledged of your letter dated April 22, 


19Sf relative to the above subject. 


YOll are advised that since April 11, 1953 this Office 
has not vested German owned assets located in the United States. 
Furt..l1ermore, pursuant to General License No •. 94 assets acquired 
in the United States subsequent to December 31, 1946 by Genllail 
nationals lil'ere released from blocking controls of Executive O~r 
83B9, as amended.'lbereafter, in June 1953 pursllant to General 

.	License No. 101 assets of (}ernlSn nationals which were blocked 
under that Executive Order were also unblocked if the na.tional. 
was w:tthin the '"festem Zone of Germany OIl Deeember 31, 1946. 

Therefore, upon the basis of facts set forth, the bene":' 
fieiary ltlOuld be able to take property, or the proceeds thereof', 
which is .part of the estate of' a resident of the Sta.te of Florida, 
who dies testate in such state, when the asta:t.e consists of property 
all of which is located within the United States. 

Of course, this Office can give no assurance as to the 
situation whit".h may develop in the future. 

Very trul.y yours, 

. Dallas S. l'or.msend 

Assistant Attorney General 


Director, Office of Alien Proper~ 


~--~.~~.~~G-.~m~n;n~------~--~· 
Intercustodial and Foreign FUnds Officer 

"", 
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Hay 17, 1957 

Miss Elf'ride Galli 

Thalk1rchnerstr&8se 288 

Munich 2$, Germarl7 


Dear Miss Gallil 

Reference is mad.e to your let.terdated April 8, 1957 . 
concerning distribution of the Estate of Wilhelmine Mala, also 
known as Malk~Lohoes 0 

You state you are the daughter of Richard Matthes, one 
of the hei.rs named in the will, who is presently living in 
the Eastern Zone of Germany, and inquire whether distrlbutionot 
your father's legacy could be made to you through the Consulate 
in Munich. 

You are advised that since this atfics has not ?ested 
the lega07.. and further,ainee the legatee is within the Eastern 
Zone of Germa.D7.. the amount involved is presently blocked pursuant 
to Executive Order 8)89, as amended. Theref'ore', no distribution ;' 
may be made Wit.hout further authorization from this Office. At the 
present time it is the policy of this Qf'fiee not to unblock: or re­

. lease &Baets owned by persons within the Eastern Zone or German;y. 
Accodingl,.., we could not permit the funds to be sent to the COllSulate 

. at MUnich to be transmitted to your father in the Eastern Zone of 
Germall1'o 

Very truly' yours., 

Dallas S. TOWnsend 
Assistant Attorney General 

Director, atfica of Alien Propert7 

:1 ~.j l':M \t~ J. ...l:t .. ~. -,. i" , •B1': ".;:: .,'.,.-~ 'Ct"J..t <..,1 ,"" • 

Henry G. Hilken 
Intercustodial. and Foreign Funds Of'ficer 

···1 

http:Germa.D7
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.Mr,,1la.v1d L. Black _ 20, 1957 
310 S. BeaehStl"eet 
Daytona Beach, Florida 

au Estate ot Anton) Huebner 

Dey Mr. Blaek; 

Receipt 18 admowled&~d of TOur lett&1" of .May 9, 19>7 
relative to the distrlbut.ion of ass..ts from the above-:captioJl8d. estate 
to beneficiaries residing 1Ja Ge~o 

·!'ou are advised that since A.prU 17, 19$)· this Office ..~ 	has not "'Il8stedGel"lallll otmed·· assets 10cated in the Uidted States. 
Furthermore, pursuant toGelleralL:ic$lHNo.94 afisetsacqu1r$C11ll. 
the United states subsequent to DeCiinllber )1, 1946 by GermarJ. nationals 
were released from blocking control. of ExecutivuONer 8389, as 
amended. Thereafter, in June 1953 pursuant to IeneralLicense ·10. 101 
assets of German· uationals whioh were blocked under that Executive 
Order were &1_ unblocked it tbBnation8l waEJ withiA the Westem Zone 
of Gel"!Da.D1' on December 31, 1946. fbsre:tore, there are no restrlctlO1'lS 
in oonnection w1thlzecutive Order 6389, as amended., whicb would pre~ 
elude tbedistribution Of assets to benaf1ciaries re8l.d1Dc1DGermaD7~· 

Dallas S. fownstmd 
Assistant AttornqGeneral 

Director, Office of Aliel1Propert7 

(~eallifhry G. Kilken 

.' ""~'~'., ',.'-: ,..,.,,"'-."~"', '.; .' " 
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Box Cl j::) 

1<'!'ancis J. Holand, Esquire 
68 Devonshire Street 
Boston 9, Massachusetts 

'I 

f/.' 
I, 

.,l Ue:: 	 Estate of Helen Tetianiec, deceased 
Suffolk Probate Court #.389733~~:f:) 

Dear Sir: 

IVa aclmowledge receipt of your letter of Harch 21, 1957, 
enclostng a copy of the will of the above decedent, the will 
having been executed on July 30, 1955, am inquiring whether we 
have any interest in the bequests to residents of Poland. 

Since the decedent died subsequent to July of .1955 the 
bequests to the Polish nationals would not be subject to the 
control of this office and administration of the estate arld 
distribution of the bequests IDa¥ be made without further reference 
to us. 

'l'he Department of state has suggested that ~ call to the 
( attent,ion of persons contemplating tra'nsfers of i~ritances to 

persons in Poland that under previous foreign exchange control 
1re[;,'Ulations dollal funds forwarded through banking channels were 

retained by the Poliah Government and the persons to l-lhom such 
remittances vlere directed received Polish currency at the offici 
rate of approximately four zlotys to the dollar. By virtue of a 
recent chauge in Polish regulations the possession of foreign 
currencies by residents of Poland is permitted and effective 
February ll, 1957, there l'las 	established a IIspecial tt exchange 
rate of twenty-fQur zlotys to the dollar applicable to inheritanc 
and certain other remittances between PolaIn and non-Soviet bloc 
countries. 

Very truly yours, 

Dallas S. Townsend 

Assistant Attorney General 


Director, Offiee of Alien Property 


By 
------~~----~-=--~------~-Gear ge E. Searls 

Chief, Litigation Section 

ANT. VlI- .. ......... 

les.ve t~he 
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017-28270 
JDH:IJ:SCP:rc 

AIR MAIL October 29" 19$6 

Mr. Herbert Sc1md..dt 

(22a) Sol1ngeri-Qhllgs 

Nippesstr. 15 

Federal Republic· of Germany 


near Sir, 

Reference is made to JOur letter of July 20,' 1956 ia whieh 
you request informat.ion coocerning an inheritance from TOU uncle 
Heinrich Sehmidt, Which you state has been seized under the 
prOvisions 01 the Trading with the Enem;y Act, as amended. Iou 
reter to announcements in the press and over the radio that it 
vas to beexpectedtbat. small asset.s "up to $10,000.00" would be 
released in a shon time. 

We are unable trom the inf'omationcont.a1.ned in your let.ter 
to make a posit1ve identif'.ication of the p'articular property in 

, which you are. interested. In arJ3' event, however, we believe that 
you have been misled by reports in the German press concerning a 
proposed amendment to the Trading wi th the EDe. Act which vould 
have returned amounts up to $10,000.00 to irri1viduals as a matter 
of grace. llihough introduced, DO such leg,islatioll bas been enacted 
b)" our CODgN88., 

We believe it appropriate to point out that the Federal 
Republic or Germal\Y has agreed to reimburse its own nationals tor 
assets .in this country seized bJ the UDit.ed States as a result of 
the Trading with the EDBIV' Act, as amended. In this connection 
your attention is called to Article 5, Chapter Six of the Bonn 
Convention on the Settlement of Matters Arising out ot the War 
and the OccupatioG, 88 amended b)" Schedule IV to the Protocal. on 
the Termination of the Occupation .Regime in the Federal Republic 
of Gttmal\f. signed at Paris on October ~3J1 19S4. 

Ver:t' truly yours, 

Dallas S. Townsend 

Assistant. Attorney General 


Director, -Oftice ot Alien Property 


~------~--~--~--------James b. Hili 
ChiefJ Lttigation S~~etlon 

• -'J 

.':," I.; 

http:10,000.00
http:10,000.00


,> ~EPROOUCEO AT THE ~ATIO~L AR~HIVE~.; 

.~' 

satstt.... 

baa· brmaiJ,ht. Me ._*tt 18 • 1IlI~~d1Dtt t.m/It 1..".. .~ 

,MDt to tb$ etttlmtlMt", tbe 1eM_ l'M101al7~ltt.M 1M 1;.• ~ 


c:'it.h tbe ~ Aet and the !fOUR ~tt_ Oft '1n~teamJ hn:i.p CODt 

~,.. Alt..~ugh ... ban.btle.n ~lnta~ tbat the teat. .1\ld1ci.lltY 
fhA~ttAe h4S ~ s. ltL? \0 the Ml OOJJIlttt;a, ,. b.AmiI M i.n­
f'c1'l'tatl_ 1mt1oat.t.ng ~ !CP.Aehtott t " ~ haG 'beat ..,ted .01' 
nJeated. We haft • ..,." ttOthlatc CM\et,ll"R1ng.&IV action by tho 51een Com­
81itt_ ~J\Itlw~ 8M ll'oNlp ~. 

2. ._~ hse filed a tetAl o.t 1,000 cl.ai.mt w1tbtftis omot 
UOiItf1i2f ~lle LClw626, $)d .~•• addintJ NCUon 32 (h) tot.betr~ 
14th the "ne&tV .Aot~ ~lJ", ~~St" ~... tJ'ti..B(lt.f1oe _til . 

http:cl.ai.mt
http:1mt1oat.t.ng


"'l' .. 

REPRODUCEDATTHENATIONALARCHIVE:i 'r~-"'--- .1 

; DECLASSIFIED ' 

. 1~~on~l11L I 
sYi1A .N,~:~~J 


ltctt of h,UI of tM ftW .,.1_ ~ 1\ ...w.... ~ lnftl1t'ml 
ldtll Otmf11oUr.ts ........_;:el__.~· ~i ~o,~;~i. otft.oe that 1ft 
~ .t t1w ",__ 01 the teak ot eo~'~ Oft \Mae elaSma 

.:~li~1I.))7.,:.~1' .._lild.J1.~ ~. ~, " .Pt.lbl1o law ,. .... ;' 
~_ " _DfNiiGiiiiZi\ or tbe·o).td;ljat-j·:~ ,M"-..:$t,oeo,a . 

"'=~~~n:H~~ $~ttrtJ'~
i",ti\~~.tl»,~1}S. It. 99ft ,.. H. R. 991)• 
.. '. c· ~'" •• ,~"_ n •.•' ....~.;'''''' ., ....., •• ~.~ , 

,'" : ",'; .;k,ttA· ....;,~.\JWt_J}m•.J~~. ~1Ift.~...".~f·' 
.. ,,1•.~,td._....ganl to ..·1.1&t.t O~':...~'.·'·,...,(to,'_. 
- 'tn'the -~u.a W-,~~~'·"U'D·'NfA4',· w:!Iaye 
'. /~_ i,1.Ia\,."du 1d.~ a valBe pI ~lF tL,JJ,oeo 1SOU1•

.."... \0 '\1G·'t.t&S'...__,·..a....tDO,.n-;ti8 .1j;t4).~......~. 
'.;, .· .... ,~!1~;.,J.4!,.6,~.··- PN~ Wrlttfift•. A~~, 1\ ~ 

tbat. tbelRin ~._~ .. ~",: belV$ft $2,000,000 •• 
tl.QOD,@.H~_;;~tJ.o. : " 

, ..........' r" 


. .'.' .~; ... !:na.!~:.».:;. ~i~~tOrl)1,......,_ ,.... ' 
tlwtdabed ~ the .....1'" INttlw-.ladaatlCJif'Gf' ov.~.'·weiebaJl' 

"" ., '.'tIIItt W;,,., ..ftlr',_iftpoft .;a..,a. "" .. I. I. "';, t.he',:
,ld.llo 1n~4 btl 1t~t1...1·1lda aDd Wo~ ".: .... ....,: 

", ~ . ',: ;·'r ••. ,', .:, I..:'." t," ',{ • ~. .;::> -1, •• ;'," ,I. <'". _' 

, ..,.~. ,;: ',' '~" 

. '":. 

" :! ..' .. '. ; ': ~. Ii .,: ! ";? ::. 

·,,'.,i, .' 

••.• --~."~-__ , -"""'_"W' ~,__ _ 

mailto:tl.QOD,@.H~_;;~tJ.o
http:Otmf11oUr.ts

